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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-6, 8-15 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Siamak et al (EP 0,969,371 A1 ) in view of Carlson et al (USP 
7,133,907) and further in view of Brown Jr. (US 7,177,920 B1). 

Regarding claim(s) 1 , Siamak discloses a method of facilitating configuring of 
resources of a communications environment (abstract), said method comprising: 
automatically mapping a first identifier of a resource of a machine being configured to a 
second identifier of the resource to assign a physical path of the resource to a logical 
path of the resource (para 6 lines 8-13, para 14 table 202 maps devices by physical 
pathnames to logical pathnames), wherein the first identifier is usable by hardware (Figs 
1 & 2, computer system 100 with hardware disk drivers 204 identify the particular 
resource) to identify the resource and the second identifier is usable by a program of the 
machine to identify the resource (application 201 is a the computer program that is 
identified as the resource with which the computer system 100 transfers and received 
data as appropriate). 

Siamak fails to disclose mapping of the machine to avoid a single point of failure. 

Carlson discloses mapping of the machine to avoid a single point of failure (Fig. 
2, col 7 lines 1-39). Carlson provides a method for configuring multiple resources in a 
system. A plurality of elements are provided that are capable of configuring resources 
in the system, wherein each element specifies configuration parameters to use to 
configure instances of the resource and avoid paths having a single point of failure. 

Thus it would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
incorporate the teachings of Carlson within Siamak so as to allow for multiple paths of 
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configurations as appropriate without delay and therefore avoiding points of failure 
within a system. 

With regards to mapping being performed prior to installation of a machine, the 
Examiner respectfully believes that while Siamak and Carlson doe not explicitly state 
configuration of system (hardware/software) parameters prior to install (although 
Carlson does disclose dynamic configuration of the system), however, it would be 
obvious that system configuration would be part of the design process in order to insure 
proper operation of system components and their installation within a given housing. 
Nevertheless, to expedite prosecution, Examiner presents Brown which explicitly details 
mapping being performed prior to installation of the machine (Figs. 7-9; col 2 lines 51- 
67; col 8 lines 25 - col 10 lines 48; system hardware and software components 
including mapping of TTY connections are defined and configured prior to installation). 
Automatically mapping and configuring of computer systems prior to install for new 
systems or upgrading of systems, decreases the amount of time required to configure a 
system and reduces errors introduced as a result of human errors due to manual 
configurations. Thus it would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
incorporate the teachings of Brown within Siamak so as to automatically map and 
configure a machine prior to install or upgrade an existing system or machine without 
the need for human intervention thereby reducing the time required for install and 
reducing human errors due to manual configuration. 

Regarding claim 2, Siamak discloses wherein the resource comprises a 
communications adapter (Fig.1 , cable 106 designed to serve as communications 
adapter.). 

Regarding claim 3, Siamak discloses wherein the communications adapter 
comprises a channel, the first identifier comprises a physical channel identifier (PCHID) 
and the second identifier comprises a logical channel path identifier (CHPID) (Fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 4, Siamak discloses wherein the communications adapter is of 
an input/output subsystem of the communications environment, the input/output 
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subsystem being configured as a plurality of input/output images (Fig. 1, cable 106 
provides the input/output environment). 

Regarding claims 5, 6, and 31Siamak discloses automatically selecting the first 
identifier to be mapped to the second identifier from a plurality of first identifiers, wherein 
the selecting takes into consideration a definition associated with the second identifier 
(Fig. 3B, plurality of identifiers 306, 308, 310, 312, 314 to be mapped with 305, para 21). 

Regarding claim 8 Siamak discloses the physical description of resource as first 
identifier (see Fig. 3b, serial number identifies a storage device). 

Regarding claim 9 Siamak discloses proper mapping of devices and a report 
generated as appropriate (col 6 lines 20-23). 

Regarding claim 10 Siamak discloses providing as another input to the 
automatically mapping a logical definition of the resource, said logical definition 
comprising the second identifier (Figs. 3A, 3B, logical path 305 defines a second 
identifier with a particular serial number of the first identifier to be associated with). 

Regarding claims 1 1-13 Siamak discloses mapping utilizing software and 
hardware components as appropriate (Figs 1-3, paras 9, 10 and 12). 

Regarding claims 14 and 15 Siamak discloses performing one or more selective 
validations on data input to the automatically mapping and the changed configuration 
environment (para 30, fig. 8, step 804 verifies if correct device is loaded from the 
mapping table 202, as a new configuration is now loaded). 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Siamak et 
al (EP 0,969,371 A1 ) in view of Carlson et al (USP 7,1 33,907) further in view of Brown 
Jr. (US 7,1 77,920 B1 ) and further in view of Wilson et al (US 6763454 B2). 

Siamak, Carlson and Brown fail to disclose priority based selection of resource 
identifiers. 

Wilson discloses priority based selection of resource identifiers (col 35 line 64 - 
col 36 line 10). Priority based selection of resources allows for proper allocation of 
resource elements as needed. Thus it would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Wilson within Siamak so as to 
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improve overall network performance by allocating resources as appropriate based on a 
predetermined priority scheme. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-15 and 31 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RAJ K. JAIN whose telephone number is (571)272- 
3145. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH 7AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chi Pham can be reached on 571-272-3179. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Raj K. Jain/ 

Examiner - Art Unit 2416 

October 9, 2008 



